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An Open House With 

arlen specter 

U.s. Senator 


WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
July 20, 1988 


WHERE: 

Clearfield _ 

Multi Purpose Building 
(Old County Home) 
650 Leonard Street 
Clearfield, PA 

TIME: 

5:00 p.m. 


Dear Fellow Pennsylvanian: ^ 

As your United States Senator, niy^^^ immediately 

needs and concents. L of fhe utmost importance in helping me 

affect Pennsylvania and the nation is oi me 

represent you injjur nation s capita^ jjouse m Clearfield 

On Wednesday, July ^O. 1988, 1 w Congress. The meeting will be Iwld 
to discuss the pressing issues Clearfield, Pennsylvania. Your 

at the Multi Purpose ^2^ and other issues will be encouraged. 

‘‘““S wTS. wfca/achieve a 6.aal deal tor the people of 

"'TlT?omrdrLTyou«.ere. ^ 
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face a cold world after dark. 

She wastes no time. 

‘‘There's war this year ” she says 
quietly, fixing her blue-gray eyes on 
faces in the rising flood of walkers 
on their way to the game. “Live for 
Christ and he’ll lift you off the 
Earth.” 

Because the crowd is so large, she 
must talk very fast, firing off her 
message in brief clips. 


in church?” 

“Oh, don’t start with me!” 

A woman makes an abrupt detour 
around Mrs. Kopta, holding up a coat 
If shielding off a monster. 

“Get away, get away!” a man 
roars. “I don’t want to talk to you. Go 
to hell, go to hell!” 

Yet she is, as usual, relentless. 
One man in a Pirates cap shakes 
his head and turns to his buddy: 


Convinced she was chosen as one 
of God’s' 144,000 “bond servants,” 
she has continued to spread her 
revelation, which she says is sup- 
ported by other prophets and mir- 
acles elsewhere in the world. 

She does little else. “(A bond 
servant’s) life has to be a complete 
sacrifice. I’m not allowed to go out to 
a bingo, or go watch a basketball 
game.” 


These two do-it-yourself gadgets really work 


Gadgets that promise to make 
work easier for “do-it-yourselfers” 
often just lighten your wallet instead 
of the chore. But the Mitermate and 
the Spin Out — two products recent- 
ly tested by Consumer Reports — 
live up to their promises. 

The $27 Mitermate helps you 
make fast, precise miter joints — 
the joints that result from cutting 
wood at exact angles for use, say, in 
a door or window frame, or for floor 
or ceiling molding. It’s available in 
hardware stores. 

The Mitermate combines a pro- 
tractor with an adjustable cutting 
guide that is used with a portable 
- circular saw. 

: The Mitermate’s protractor can 

. be locked at any angle. The guide bar 
. on the protractor guides the saw for 
neat, angled cuts. 

’ Using the Mitermate with a 7V4- 
• inch contractor’s portable circular ‘ 
saw. Consumer Reports’ engineer 
made several types of common mi- 
ter cuts in various widths of flat 
pine. 


CONSUMER 


To check cutting accuracy, they 
glued the pieces together to form 
corner joints. 

Cuts were usually easy, and about 
as fast as you could make with a 
stationary power saw. 

But with wood 6 inches wide or 
more, the engineers’ grip wasn't 
firm enough to ensure accuracy 
unless the wood was clamped to a 
bench. 

The engineers used the Mitermate 
to cut a variety of moldings, produc- 
ing tight joints that fell within a 
degree or two of the desired angle. 

And, the Mitermate outdid a miter 
box at making complex miter-and- 
..bevel .cuts needed, for. > ceiling 
moldings. 

For home handicrafters who can 
use a circular saw safely, the Miter- 
mate is an effective tool. 


The Spin Out, $9.95 plus $1.75 
shipping, eases the task of cleaning 
latex paint out of a paint roller. 

It’s a little plastic hood that 
screws onto a water tap or hose. As 
water flows into the unit, it’s redi- 
rected into 40 small jets thatspin the 
roller and flush out the paint. 

You hold the roller under the hood 
and turn on the water. In less than a 
minute, water and paint have gone 
down the drain. 


1989 MISS PENNSYLVANIA TEEN CISA'*^ PAGEANT 'jJ-: 
, Officiat Preliminary "v 

•Hiss Teen USA^ Pageant ';J;, 

Watch the exciting 1988 two hour live CBS- 
’ televised special Monday night July 25th — 
then take the first step and apply by August 1 st 
to be part , of the 1989 Miss Teen USA' 
Pageant excitement. 

NO PERFORMING TALENT REQUIRED . 
The search is now on, if you are between 14 
and under 19. you may qualify. Appheants who vv 
qualify will compete in the Stale Pageant, which tl.-- 
will be held Sept, 16. 17 and 18. 1988. m the 
Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton Inn in Warren- 
dale. PA, Pursuant to the rights granted by Miss 
Universe. Inc., along with her expense paid trip to :• 4). 
the National Miss Teen USA* Pageant. 
the winner will receive a $ 1 ,000 wardrobe among -.i; 
her many prires. All girls interested in fun. excite- 
menl, and competing for the title must write to: -.J'. 
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DE8EREE FESS 
MISS PENNSYLVANIA 
TEEN-USA 1980 

1989 MISS PENNSYLVANIA TEEN PAGEANT 

c/o TRI-STATE HEADQUARTERS, DEPT. A, 

347 LOCUST AVENUE, WASHINGTON, PA 15301-3399 
(Phone: 412/225-5343) 

Letters MUST include a recent snapshot, 
brief biography and phone number. 

Deadline Is August 1, 1988 

Miss Pennsylvania Tccn USA* Is “A Cirvern Production’ 
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last bus home, arriving after 1 a.m. 
“I’ve been giving in to seven hours of 
sleep, as much as I hate to say it. It’s 
supposed to be six.” Most recently 
she’s trying to get by on five. 

“It’s hard for me,” she says with a 
real, rare sigh. “I stumble alone.” 
As she predicts, her husband does 
not want to talk to a reporter. 

“He doesn’t want to have anything 
to do with it.” 


Jiggling the roller will prevent the 
water jets from creating a corduroy 
pattern in the roller pile. 

Special-purpose roller covers with 
tyery long nap (more than an inch) 
' may not fit under the hood. And 
; extra-long rollers (longer than 9 
I inches) also are too big. 

Those quibbles aside, Consumer 
^Reports’ paint experts think anyone 
who does interior wall painting 
would be happy to have a Spin Out. 


If you remove the roller quickly, it i 


It’s available by mail from Gi- 
braltar Sales Inc., 1818 Westlake 


willionUnuelospinitseltnearlydry ■, ~ 

— with the roller cover fluffed up t Ave. N., Suite 220, Seattle, WA 98109. 
and ready for storage or to go back > (compiled by consumer Reports maga- 
to work with another color. zino., ® 198B consumers Union) 

i.i 



Need a part-time job to supple- 
ment your monthly income ?*ii^oon- 
light qs a Pittsburgh Press:cqrrier. An 
average route takes only an hour a . 
day, a little more on Sunday, so you 
con easily, work It into your, schedule. 
You'll not only eorn extra money but 
the chance to win valuable prizes, 
including cosh end tickets to, great 
sporting events. 

Tq find out more aboutfboing a 
Press carrier, coll 263-j 121t Or 
mail this coupon today; ; I 


Grcolotion Doparfmanfi-Th® Pittsburgh Prtu. P-o. Box 566, PiHtburgh, PA 15230 
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^^Losing 57 lbs. gave me 
a winning new iookr^ 


The NUTRI/SYSTEM* Weight Loss Program will 
make you look and feel .like a winner, too. 


The NUTRI/SYSTEM 
comprehensive Flavor 
Set-Point Weight Loss 
Program includes: 

• A variety of delicious 
meals and snacks. 

• One-on-one personal 
counseling. 

• Behavior 
Breakthrough’” 
Program for 
long-term 
success. 
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Don’t Wait, 
Call Today. 


We Succeed 
Where Diets 
Fail You.® 


As poopio vary, so doos an individual’s weight loss. 

weight loss centers | g 


01988, Nuln/Systom. Inc. I 


NUTRi/DATA® Computer Weight Analysis. 

Call now tor your FREE personal consuUaitor,, You wilt loam your ideal weight and ifto ways 
the Ngtfl/Systcmr Program will help you lose weight and keep il oil at a tree, no obligahon 
consultation. As people vary, so does Iheir rale of weight loss 


s FOX CHAPEL 

B 782-3230 

! NORTH HILLS PITTSBURGH 

g 366-7620 


© tosfwowron 

MOUXM* 


MONROEVILLE MOUNT LEBANON 

824-6825 531-9000 

PLEASANT HILLS SEWICKLEY 
391-1050 653-5300 741-2002 

Introducing! 


i 

B 

I 

8 

I 

i 

R 

B 

R 


WASHINGTON 

222-6300 

27 South College Street 
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” Over 950 Cenicn In North America. 


[weight losA content | U 
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.Sparrow /rom page D1 

• 5-foot-2 frame — with bushy, gray- 
streaked dark hair that falls to her 
shoulders. 

Every day of the week — in 
daylight and darkness and all year 
■ — she haunts the city, giving her 
message to those who will listen and 
to those who will not. 

She just wants people to hear it. 

She warns them of the coming 
“First Resurrection,” at which time 
she says the blessed and holy will be 
lifted off the Earth; those left behind 
will be consumed with suffering. She 
says this will be heralded by a 
warning of three days of darkness. 

She says it will happen this year. 

She sees her mission as helping to 
guide as many as she can into 
heaven. 

“Repent and escape the suffering 
— that's my message. And it’s a good 
message,” she explains. 

“Live for Christ and you won’t die 
this year,” she tells people, over and 
over and over and over. “Stay inside 
for three days during the warning.” 

, She had expected it before sum- 
mer, but says “only God knows the 
day.” She is certain only that it will 
occur in 1988, 

“It could be any day now.” 

,, And so wherever there are souls to 

; > save,v.there ,she is: Market Square, 

• RiU Stadium^r the' Pittsburgh Zoo. 

/ Outside Heinz Hall and the Civic 

Arena, she sometimes reaches the 
-- entertainers as well as the audience. 

She scours sidewalks, buses, door- 
2 ways, stores. She prowls outlying 
business strips and malls. She is a 

• fixture at concerts and festivals. 

“I’m everywhere. I try to take 
*’ advantage of what’s happening.” 

Though she spends nearly all her 
time on the street, and is well known 

• to its denizens, she is not a street 
< person. She lives with her husband 
: Robert — an electrical contracting 
: foreman — in an ordinary, three- 

• bedroom ranch in suburban Ross. 

; Before leaving each morning, she 
" carefully fixes her hair and makeup 

because, she says, she wants to look 
attractive and neat Usually she 
wears a dress or skirt Always she 
wears her black high-top athletic 
shoes. “I really need them." 

I T IS THE evening of the Pirates’ 
home opener. No one is more 
excited than Pat Kopta. 

^ “They’re going to have 50,000 
'Z people over there tonight. I feel, 

> when there are that many thousands, 
an obligation — I can’t just think of 
.** myself.” 

Hours before game time, she scur- 
• Ties across the Sixth Street Bridge- 
V and takes her position on the ramp 
that leads to Three Rivers Stadium. 

*. “This is a good, spot,” she says, 
seeing no police. “I’ll be able to 
• reach lots of them here.” 

She wears, a puffy cream-colored 
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Patricia Kopta delivers message* about God tO’ tWi^ey;, Hosea Edwards 


She follows some people down the 
ramp, then slowly makes her way 
back up toward the bridge, talking 
steadily, solemnly, one finger poised 
before her for emphasis. 

Up and down. Back and forth. A 
little bird. 

Reaction, as usual, ranges from 
smiles and rolled eyes to curses and 
vicious threats. 

A remarkable number of people 
recognize her. 

“That woman! Remember her 
from the games last year?” 

“That’s the woman who caught 
me at the bus stop!” 

A man interrupts her: "The end of 
the world — I know.” 

“Three days,” his two friends 
mock in unison. 

“What a wacko,” another man 
says. “How long has she been saying 
that?” Then he asks her, “You think 
the Bucs will win this season?” 

“I don’t know,” she replies seri- 
ously. “There will be a nuclear wai; 
this year. Go inside three days . . 

Most people rush past But several 
stop to talk and hear her out. 

“Hi, Pat,” says one young fellow, 
putting his arm around her as some 
friends 'gather ’round. 

“The Church Lady! She’s spreadin’ 
the word.” 

One man hands her a daffodil. She 
hands him the message. 

When she tosses the message to a 


“I saw this woman more than my 
wife last year.” 

T he daughter of a drapery 
salesman, Mrs. Kopta. .tt 48; 
— grew up in Mount ‘Oliver 
and Bridgevllle. At age 15, she had 
wanted to become a nun.- She r^ 
mains a devout Catholic who attends 
Sunday Mass at St. Mary of Mercy 
Church, Downtown, or another 
church, “depending on w)iefe I’m 
at.” She has no children. No job. 

Once, however, she worked as an 
elevator operator in the Art Institute 
of Pittsburgh on Penh Avenue, 
Downtown. Then, in December 1984, 
“a miracle’^ occurred”, she Mys. 

“The miracle y^as that an angel 
was writing to me on the black- 
boards and pointing to .pictures 
which depicted God’s punishments 
coming on the Earth. ... 1 was so 
scared, I thought I was going to die.” 
But over a year, she came to 
understand the continuing miracle, 
and began to preach about it. 

When she “wouldn’t shut up,” she 
was fired, she says. 

Officials at the school and at 
Realty Growth Corp., which owns 
the building and employed her, say 
she was “seeing things,” that 'her 
behavior became much too disrup- 
tive and she was not doing her job. 

“She’s just beyond the bounds of 
what society accepts as being rea- 
sonably avid in her religion,” says 


}v She even gave up her great pas- 
sion: dancing. Rumba, salsa, disco,. 

‘ jwaltz — she did them all. Now her 
dance trophies gather dust on the TV 
set in her living room, remnants of 
tfie days before the miracle when she 
went out with girlfriends and hosted 
pool parties and waterskied. 

Now she feels she has no time for 
i dancing, dusting or anything but 
[ siting God. In fact, she likens 
t herself to a nun, and considers her 
P calling not a burden but a privilege, 
j* “I’ll never be worthy of it, never.” 

'C C OD WANTS every 
' f V *T*^®ur,” Mrs. Kopta 
says. She gives him 

; most. 

1 1 Some mornings she starts by writ- 
j ing letters or trying. to get the 
message on radio talk shows. 

^ - Then, sometime between 9 and 
’ noon, she says goodbye to her poodle, 

; )Buddy, and walks several blocks to 
ifcwhere she boards a bus for Down- 
f . town. She carries just a few dollars 
' -;in her purse, and a sandwich and a 
|-^few belongings in a plastic bag. 

L She works indoors and out, stop- 
":ping rarely, and then only for tea or 
^^coffee or a smalLsnack. “He would' 
? ^:rather that 1 didn’t stop at all.” 

* ^ And so she keeps going until night, 
when she targets hotels and late 
§ events, and keeps touri'ng,the streets, 
f “Benedum and Heinz Hall, 'I’m the 
i Phantom of the Onera over there.” 


M any who know tfce resis- 
tance she meets are 
amazed that she 
perseveres[rt . 

Though a first it *^tung like a 
hornet,” sl^ says sHe pretty much 
has steeled herself to being called 
“crazy.” ‘ . 

“It hurt bad, but I ||i4w who I was 
and what I had seen!.” 

Still, a day’s “stress” can be 
overwhelming, she says. 

Bus drivers- who know her some- 
times do not stop for her, she says. 
When the last bus to Ross passes her 
by, or when she gets caught up in her 
work and misses it, she takes another 
to West View and walks from there 
-- another hour after 12 or more on 
her blistered feet If stranded Down- 
town, she tries to get a ride, or keeps 
working until the first morning bus. 
On rare occasions she takes a cab. 

Once she’s on a bus, she says, other 
passengers and drivers sometimes ' 
force her off because she will n6t 
stop preaching. Store managers, po- 
lice and security guards often escort 
‘ — or throw — her out of places. 

She says she has been arrested 
several times and jailed twice, over- 
night, though she never has been 
sentenced. Her arrests, she says, 
have been for disorderly conduct, 
defiant trespass and soliciting — all 
charges she decries. 

“We’re supposed to have freedom 
of religion and speech in this coun- 
try. We have none. We might as- well 
be in Russia.” 

Department of Public Safety 
spokeswoman Margaret Rizza con- 
firms that Mrs. Kopta “does not have 
a (criminal) record, but she may 
have been arrested.” Minor summa- 
ry offenses do not appear on a 
record. 

Mrs. Kopta says she was involun- 
tarily committed for inpatient psy- 
chiatric treatment once, for a 
month, in 1985. This spring, a police 
officer tried to commit her, but she 
got out of it “They said ‘She’s a 
danger to herself and she ran out into 
traffic,* ” she explains indignantly. 

Nearly every day, she says, she 
faces “violence.” 

“It gets very rough, I've been 
bodily, physically abused in the 
streets.” 

Pushed. Grabbed. Hit Thrown, 
Spit upon. “God really loves us. He 
wants us to be kind and generous to 
each other. But p^ple aren’t” 
While the violence terrifies her, 
she believes it comes with the terri- 
tory: “We are called" to suffer.” 

A number of times, “God has 
saved my life.” She says he gives her 
signals throughout each day, and has, 
a plan for her. , ^ 

“God’s careful not to let me get 
hurt too bad because I couldn’t take 
it. God knows my endurance level, 
and he won't let me go through j 


knocked out. But God will keep me 
alive until then.” 

Until when? “I have no idea when 
and I don’t want to. But it will be 
when I’m too tired, when I’m all 
worn out and can’t walk anymore.” 

M eanwhile, she keeps 
walking: through Kauf- 
mann’s and McCrory’s; 
through parking garages and restau- 
rants and lobbies: up to windows of 
cars stopped at traffic lights. 
Always looking over her shoulder. 
Always creating a stir. 

Always giving her message. 
“You have to realize, I wouldn't 
persist with this kind of thing if it 
didn’t really happen to me.” 

She has supporters and detractors. 
“I believe her,” says Mary Maloney, 
who with her husband owns and 
operates five Card Center shops in 
the city. “That’s the thing that is so 
convincing — her persistence.” 

Her persistence impresses even 
her critics, some of whom reprove 
her for frightening people, or being a 
nuisance, as when she tried to ap- 
proach Gov. Robert Casey after the 
funeral service for Mayor Richard 
Caliguiri at St. Paul Cathedral in 
Oakland on May 10. . 

Others accuse Mrs. Kopta of being 
a fraud who said the end was due to 
arrive in *^prevI6iw years* 

But she denies that charge and 
says people misunderstand her and 
the message. “I always said '88 — I 
always did.” 

The Rev. Tony Yester, a priest 
who has known Mrs. Kopta since her 
elevator days, backs her up on that. 
.But he does not support her miracle 
or her message. “I’ve told her plain, 
‘Now Pat, don’t be offended, but I 
don’t believe you.’ And I don’t. I don’t 
think her message is consistent with 
what I believe about the scriptures, 
anyway.” 

She realizes many people do not 
believe her. But she keeps on telling 
them. She knows things, she says, 
that other people do not. 

“They may not understand the 
message, but when they see a cross 
ih the sky, everybody who’s ever met 
me is going to understand the 
message.” 

For Pat Kopta, there are no ifs. 
She insists our days are numbered. 
And until the last one — or until, 
conceivably, he tells her differently 
— The Sparrow vows to keep at her 
soft song, her message of mercy for 
a world that shows her so little of it. 
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attempting to 
talk to 
Stephen E. 
,Lerchi right;/ 
she was told^ 
"Get out of 
my face, go 
over there, 
and sit 
down/’ Mrs. 
Kopta, who 
says God. 
calls'her "The 
Sparrow," , 
says she 
expects.to be 
amartyrfor . 
- God:, 
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When dozens< of people surround' hen "The Sparrow" talks^qUickly to tell many :^out tier idea's 


Ridicule, abuse 
fail to sway 
‘The Sparrow’ 

/"’THOUSANDS OP Pittsbb^hers.recogniz^^^ bjutr 
» . j[>.^ .fewrtoowV^rlnamePThey^c^^^ ‘ 

^‘The crs^ 'wqin^^^ / \ \ 

And"Other thin^: * - ' « 

Jesus callS' her The, Sparrow, ' 

* “He told me^ *You are like a sparrow to me/ and he' calls 
me thqV' she says in her soft; -matter^f-fact way, 

^ The nicknanie fits the way.she flits from placets place. 
Sometime she s^ms to be everywhere,, spreading her 
message of GM’s love and God*s wrath and the coming 
end of the world. 

In 1984, she says'; J^us sent an angel to her yrith news of 
his impending return, which will mean heaven for those ' 
who have repented their sins and hell for those who have 
-not, ^ . ' - : 'V ; ; ' ' ' ' " ' ■ ' . 

Day in and day out, she warns the world ' to. change its 
ways before it Is teo late. ' . ' / ' 

But the world mostly laughs at her, shuns her,'kick‘S:her. 
— treats her mpre like a pigeon, than, a sparrow/ / 
Her narae is Patricia , Kopta;. : 

E ven ip YOII do not believe the. prophecy, yoii' 
cannot deny the presence of this prophet; She.i^a 
Pittsburgh: iiaiitution, as persisteht as' the :Alcoa 
sign, as'peiw'asive is Port Authority Transit ' 

Ypu probably haye been accosted by her, or at least 
have seen her, if you!ve ever walked Downtown. She is a • 
fragile-looking woman in her late'40s ~^ 108, pounds on a 

Please see^'Sp,ctrr6w»lb2: 


Photog[raphed by Raiidy Olson 


, Writtei^by;Bob Batz dr* 
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The Pittsburgh Press. 


JSparrqw 


from page D2 

IvMoot-J trttw'' baOj, gr«^'. 
str^ed dirk hiir thit UQm to Hit 
'rtKwlden, ‘ 

‘ ii ‘ . Every ^ly <rf -Hti weA • jto 
I* ^yli^t isd darknesf and ill.y^^. 
Kv^-^ilie haimtt fhe^^tyjdvtef her 
^'message to those irhowiuw 
- h ^ifb'thooe ert»-will;B6t 




*•. 




j ' i; i\l5he Jtart wants .people:t^%etrU^',^ 

' s*’' -She warns them of the oondni 
J I *TirstIteiarT«ctloii,”atwhiditIra8 , 
4 ! khe says the blessed and holy win be 
\ 1lftedofftheEarth;thoieleftbdi^ 

I f wiBbec(msainedwitb8ttfferin|.Sbe:^ 
} 5 says this win be heralded ty ts :i 
a ; } warninf d! three .days of daricoest:;^') 
' b i She says it wiH haj^ this year. ' 
i.\ 1' She sees her mission u helping to 

i foide as many as she cm ^ 

ivea. - 








\ message,*» she ex^ains. - 

‘live for Christ and yon i^*t ifie J 
ttds year ” she tells people, ow and 
overall over and over. ‘‘my m , 
h for three days during the warning.7^^f: 

" She had expected It before jtdnh;^v 
^iiier, bet says "obly Sk)d knows the 
day.’* She is certain only that it win ^ 
occur in 1088. 

•It could be any day now.” 

And 80 wherever there are souls to 
^ save, mere she is: Market Square, 
r. Pitt SUdium, the PittsbmiJi Zoo. 

1' Outside Heinx Han and the Ovic 
;L Arena, she sometimes reaches me 
-"mitertainers as weU as me Audience. 

;t- She scours ^dewaBo, bases, door> 
i ways, storea She prowls outlying 
. ^business strips and malls . Ste is a 
^'fixture at concerts and festivals.'^ ^ «v*«****^, 

t ‘Tm everywhere, I try to take . before her for empha^^^,^*: 

. “.advantage of what* s happening.” Op and down. Back and form A 
ThouA she spends nearly an her little bird. _ , 
4 '^timeonmestreet,aDdiswenknmm Reactlen, as usoil, ranges, from 
: to its denixens, she is not a,street " 

I person. She lives' brim her husband 
- Hobert — im electrical contracting 
Iweman — in-an ordinary, tihree- 



•ANYWl 

Uuca 

peiamrm : 

■iSis 

■ ;ku itMle4 bep 
. «eMay." 

Mdwhatlhbd 

8t^ « itf 
"bvttubeihniai, I 

Ttboei do wt iti 

."tw,ar«hafbo 
'WoiktsdiDninH 
'loWeitVleira 
-aiDOtberboo 
' berUittaedfe 
to«n>,ri)etrieat 
WoridDgimtUV 
^30n rare oceaal 
''Ooeeabe’aoD 
aa< 
I 


R«>dy Ot»nm» 

Patricia Kopta delivers fcessage about God to the Rev. Hosea Edwards 


. . ' • /A * * • 4 ^ 

^ f on ows some pemlfe down tte 
nmp, then slowly makes her way 
back iq> toward the brid^ 1 ~ ‘ 
steadily, solemi^, one finger 


' “ 


^ saw tUs woman more man tny 
wife last year.” 


liceandi 
or mrow - 

She uys sfa 
several times I 
night, mourn 
aentenced. He 
have been foi 
defiant trwiMU 
charges me d 
' '“We’resqjp 
of religioo anc 


She even gave up her freat pat- ' try.Wctaven 
mon: dandng. Rnmoa, saUa, disco,. |>e in 



; jMeman — in-an ordinary, mrw 
\ bedroom ranch in suburban Ross. 

\ Before leaving each morning, she , 
j^carefuUy fixes her hair and mikeup * ^ 
>^1because, she says, she wants to 1 dm 

«wi/t Mof fT«n4Y1o Mm V 


mm u i ;th wii| »w***|^w%** 

smiles and rolled eyes to curses and 
vidous threats. 

A remarkable number of people 
recopiixe bcr. 

“That woman! Remember her 
. from the games last year?” 
‘That’s the woman who caught 


luui auu UMWVUU AlUUS Uie wuiumi wuw usu^uk JI*lUSDIUKn 01 

She wants to loA jne at^ bus stop!” 

eat UinAUy jfe ‘ , jLihaniirtemmtsber^^ '"^.^•tniifee** occtt 

T ~'rr the'World - • ^jlba miracle s 

J^ears Ito back high;top amietic . >«Thi«e’ days,” bis iWq .ftlM&^ ^Wit to t 

A. Shoes. ‘T really need them.” in unison. - 


IfattractiTC and neat 
tLwears a dress or ridrt 


IS THE evening of me Pirates’ 

> I home <q>ener. No one is more 
J ^ excited than Pat Kopta. 

:» “They’re going to hwe 60,000 
i people over there tonight 1 feel, 
^ when there are that many thousands, 

. ; an obligation — I can’t Just think of 
\ myself.” 

metime.sheicor- 
tm Strdtt’M^- 
Ition on the ranqi 
e.Rivers Stadium. 
,”.^tays,- 


mSdL in unison. 

‘^JWiat ^js wst„, 

SS^ “Hovrloog has 9am wwn 
thatr Thm be asks berV**you W 
the Bub wffl win tWiiilafonr 


salesc^ Mrs..«opta - -- 
— grew up in Mount Oliver 

• and Bridgerifie. At age IS, me had 

* wanbd to become a nun. Sbe-ie- 
‘mahn a devout Catholic iriK) attends 
'■‘Sunday Mass at St Mary of Mercy 
Church, Downtown, or another 
churdi, “depending on where Fm 
at” She has no diUdreD. No Job. 

Once, however, me worked as an 
elevator <^>erator in the Art Institute 
of Pittsburgh on Penn Avenue, 
hen, in Deceznber 1984, 
occurred, me says, 
cle was that an angel 
wat l^fing to me on the black- 
and polntihg to pictures 
depicted God’s punimments 
: bn the Earm. ... I wu so 
, I thought I was genng to die.” 
over a year, she came to 


viiltz * me did mem an. Now her 

dance troi^ei gather dust on the TV 
set in her living room, remnants of 
the days bef (are the miracle when she 
. went out with riends and hosted 

pool pa^es and waterskied. 

Now she feds me has no time for 
dandng, duitog or anytiilng but 
terving God. In fact, me likens 
"herself to a nun, and considers her 
filing not a burden but a privilege, 
“m never be worthy of it, never.” 


< ( 


Gi 


^ beaf twr dnt' 

one «nmg Wlow, 
•mttag his arm around her as some 
JrtMkl* gother ’roond. 
^nJieChnidiUdy!.She’tipr- 
'“‘ t wbrt." ' - • ' 


^:wtfiiwl,-me .saysi 

*’• <«idaB"lff^1he school 
-Realty QtcmHi Cwp^ which owns' 
•itte tmUding and employed her, ssy 
Qiitt was “sedng thfiii” tint h» 
Kg^b^vior became raom too to — 
.ijs^tive'anfl me was not doih(|[ 




OD WANTS every 
•hour,” Mrs. KopU 
says. She ^ves him 

most. ^ ^ 

Some mornings me starts by writ- 
ing letters or trying. to gd me 
message on radio talk mows. 

Then, sometime between 9 and 
noon, she says goodbye to hw poo^, 
Buddy, and waUa several blocks to 
mbxre she boards a bus for Do^ 

towiu She carries Just a fwdoUm 

in her pmve, and a tandwidi ana a 
1. ‘ few bttoh^Bse-^m-a plastic "bag. 

She works indOMs and out, stop- 
ping rardy, and then only for tes or 
coffee or a smaU snack. “He^wodd 
rather that I ditbU Stop at an.” 

' Aidsomelcemgdngimtilnimt, 

. when she targeb ho^ and^^_^ 

'*!Beneduro and H^to H a n , Tin tiw 
S ^^tantom «;|be:pper» over 

. vriHi .... 


RcBsia.’ 
Departmed 
nokowoman 
toms that Mrs 
a (criminal) 
have been am 
ry offenses i 
record. 

Mrs. Kopta 
tarily commit 
cfaiatric trea 
month, in 198! 
officer tried t 
out of it 
;ertoben 

Nearly eve 
faces “fioto 
“It gets V 
bodUy, physi 
streets.” 


Pumed.'^ 

upon.^ 
wants oS to b 
cstdi other. 1 
rWMleme 
■meheUevesI 
tflfy: "We ai 
;a number 
saved my life 



vnm fbawarin 
^Tng off .tia.iulvf^.^ — 
5jnedam%;’sMjS^iplnhed 
irsweater, jw*' wmxa oyertL«««*. . 
■*; Birt'liiii*.d^,«fe Iflog, and ibell , 
>!face A cbM worM after dari^ - 
> She wastes^no^time. 
t' “There’s war Giis year,” me says 
• quietly, fixing her blue-gray eyes on 
~ faces in the rising flood of walkers 
; on their way to toe game. "Live for 
Christ and he’U lift you off me 
Earth.” 

Because the crowd is so large, she 
must talk very fast, firing off her 

Tne<L<u)f^e in hrinf rlins. 


' --“bh, don’t atari with^&r’ * ' * 

A woman makes an abrupt detour 
around Mrs. Kopta, holding up a coat 
as if shielding off a monster. 

"Get away, get away!” a man' 
roars. “I don’t want to talk to you. Go 
to hell, go to hell!" 

Yet she is, as usual, relentless. 
One man in a Pirates cap shakes 
his head and turns to his buddy: 


•«i ■'Goa’i '144,000 ‘^ooa Mmo*; 

me has ■ continued * m -her 

rcvdatic®, which ihe s^ 

-ported by other pfophris ahd.nfir- . 
ad« clscwhere in me world: * 

- She does /little. else. ^(A ^bond. 
savant’s) life'hu to be a:p6mplete 
sacrifice.Tmik)tiaioweamj^outm 
al>ingo, dr go watch..AjAfflkelb8^ 
:game.”^ " 


EventuaUy, she tries to catm me 
last bus home, arriving after 1 ajn. 
“Tve been giving in to seven hours of 
sleep, as much as I hate to say it It’s 
supposed to be six.” Most recently 
me’s trying to get by on five. 

“It’s hard for me,” she says vrim a 
real, rare sigh, "I stumble alone.” 
As she pr^cts, her husband does 
not want to talk to a reporter. 

“He doesn’t want to have anything 
to do with it.” 
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:im/^^AOTWHOKNOWthewsii. 

the meeti are 
-^y^amMed that • she 
p e r a ey fce a ll ' 

7 like .a 

: lwrnet,’^Bi ta^s lie totfy mod 
:kas tteded heti^^ called 
“ c T ai y.** ^ 

^ Inot 1^ imt i 
and what 1 had aeaH'v 
^ Stm, a ikf% 'Wets" eaa be 
OTerwfadmini, ^ layt. 


knocked oat But God will keep me 
^ve until tben." 

Until when? **I have no idea when 
and I don’t want to. But it will be 
when Tm too tired, when Ym all 
worn out and can’t walk anymore.*’ 


M 


EANWHILE, the keeps 
walking: through Kauf- 
mann’t and McCrory’s; 


through parking garages and restau* 
rants and lobbies; up to windows of 


^us'driven who know her tome* ' stopped kt traffic lights. 

Alwayilookingpverh^shoulder. 

Uben the last bus to Ross passes twr >r;.Always creatinc'a atir. 
/l 9 ,orwhenabegettcau^ttipinber /^’Always giving her message. ' 

' wm and misses it, the takes anotW % . **you have to realize, I wouldn’t 
West View and walks from ^lere 'persist with this kind of thing if it 
*- imotber boor after 12 or more oo didn’t really happen to me.’’ 

: teb ltote^ (eA Uttn^ Dowih , She htsiupporteniirf detractor*. 

Maty Maloney, 

wotWngmrtUtef^mM^ with !» Inaband owns and 

,!On w occasions Oo takes a cab. . operates five Card Center shops in 
.. :Oncesbe’sooabns,diesayt, other '-'the "That’s the thing that is so 
Jpaasengers and driven aomethnes ' coBvfa^g her persistence." 
/lOieejMr oR because & wmnot Her petWteoce impresses even 

reprove 

lice and secnrity guards often esc^ .her for Wghtcning people, or being a 
- or ttrow - Ser out of places, nuisance, as when she tried toan- 


vj 7^ways creattnc'W -stir. 
/^'Always giving her message. 

"you haw to realize, I wouldn’t 
^'persist with this kind of thing if it 
didn’t really happen to me." 


- ' ' / . V J 'i -■* 


Randy 0 (aon/Th« PIttaburgh Praaa 

to the Rev. Hosea Edwards 


She even gave up her great pas- 
tioo; dancing. Rumoa, Balui, disco,, 
waltz -- she did them all. Now her 
dance trophies gather dust on the TV 
set in her living room, remnants of 
the days before the miracle when she 
-went out with girlfriends and hosted 
pool parties and watmkied. 

Now she feels she has no time for 
dancing, dusting or aiqrthing Imt 
serving God. In fact, uk^ 
herself to a nun, and considers her 
calling not a burden but a privilege. 
“Fil never be worthy of it, never.” 

( i OD WANTS every 
1 Yhour," Mrs. Kopta 
says, ^e gives him 

roost. 

Some mornings she starts by writ- 
ing letters or trying, to get the 
message on radio talk shows. 

Then, sometime between 9 and 
noon, she says goodbye to her poodle, 
Buddy, and walks several blocks to 
where she boards a but for Down- 
town. She carries just a few dollars 
in her purse, and a sandwich and a 
few beIongfns9-^-« plastic bag. 

She works indoors ‘and out, stop- 
ping rarely, and then only for tea or 
coffee or a small snack. "He would 
rather that I difo’t ktqp at 

And so shekel g(^g until night, 
when she targets hot& and Jate 


She says she has been arrested 
several times and jailed twice, over- 
niihtt thou^ she never fan b&en 
sentenced. Her arrests, idw says, 
, have been for disorderly condt^ 
defiant trespass and soliciting — all 
charges she decries. 

^ "We’re supposed to have freedom 
of religion and speech in this coun- 
try. We have none. We might as well 
be in Rnssia." 

Department of Public rp'^ety 
. mokeswoman Margaret Rim con- 
firms that Mrs. Kopta "does not have 
a (criminal) recc^ but she may 
have been arrested.” Minor summa- 
ry offenses do not appear on a 
record. 

Mrs. Kopta sa^ she was iztvohro- 
tarily committed for inpatient psy- 
diiatric treatment once, for a 
month, in 1985. This spring, a police 
officer tried to commit her, but ^ 
^ out of it "They said 'She’s a 
danger to herself and she ran out into 
traffic,’ " she explains indigjumtfy. 


nuisance, as when she tried to ap- 
proach Gov. Robert Casey after the 
funeral service for Mayor Richard 
Caliguiri at St Paul Cathedral in 
Oaklmd on May 10. 

-Others accuse bits. Kopta of being 
a fraud vdtb said the end was due to 
arrive in previous years. 

But the denies that diarge and 
says pec^le misnnderstand her and 
the mesme. '1 always said ’88 ~ I 
■ always dl3." “ 

^ The Rev. Tomr Yester, a priest^ 
' who has known Mrs. Kopta since her 
elevator da^ backs her up on that. 
/.But be does not smport her miracle 
or hw message. "Tve told her plain, 
*tkm Pat don’t be offended, hut I 
don’t believe you.* And I don’t I don’t 
think her message Is consistent with 
What I believe about the scriptures, 
anyway." . 

She realizes many people do not 
belie>w her. But she keeps on telling 
them. She knows things, she says, 
that other people do not 

"They may not understand the 


Neily 


faces "violence.” . ..i 

"It gets very. rouA, IVe been 
bodily, physically abused in. fiie 
streets.” 

Trahed. ifrabbed. Hit ’Thrown, 
^plt upon. "God rcaHy lo^ ul. He ' 
wants uS to be kind and generous to 
earii other. But people aren’t”: 
Whife the i^dlenee terrifidi ' 
‘ ne belief U comes with tod tehi- 
. toiy: "We are called' to suffer." 

* A number of tiroes, ‘"God’Tais' 
saved my life." She sa^ he ^^veihtt^v 
^'siipudsjkbqaifhoat biSt diy, and has^ 

^tattoo Wa beanie lictodn’t take; 

/UL^God Jmon mv MuInrSTW^ 


when she targets iotels and Jate . *.xs;^T3bdhhare^ jwttlo'M'toh 
events, and ke^ fdu^ the s treet s . ’ bia beauie l^cmlldn’t take; 

'*3enedum and Heinz &U, Fm toe -R^Grba Jmom odorance iew$^ 
' ipl^tom 6f.the.;Opera over 
.^iThough she strikes out with most 

smUa;abOQt those wito ..C 

'.vdiom she cbhnecte. ‘*^toy people *'^::vBaii<abDto«r:^ 
say thanks for the message. Tnejrre .ji^v’^amgc^toffie 
-grateful” . . . ’Wln'*bb albeating ‘death. M be ^ 

Eventually, she tries to catdi the ^ ‘ ' ^ 

last bus home, arriving after 1 ajn. ’■ ■■ — 

"Fve been giving in to seven hours of ^ ^ 

sleep, as much as I hate to say it It’s nm m mm i 
supposed to be six." Most recently ”*l_AQ|MCir H # I 
she’s trying to get by on five. - § | 

"It’s hard for me,” she says with a ^ » 1 . 

real, rare sigh. "1 stumble alone." 3 lllf||1||||19 I 

As she predicts, her husband does - """O " 

not want to talk to a reporter. 

. TheNUTRISYSTBirw 


Jh the iky, eveiybody who’s ever met 
;ine U Bring to understand the 
mmage." 

For Pat Kopta, there are no ifs. 
^ insists bur days are numbered. 

oAnd until the last one — or until, 
cboceivaMy, he fells her differently 
—‘The Sparrow vows to keep at her 
•oft fong, her messa^ of toercy for 
a worid that rikms her ao little of it 


JCPenney 

Drapery Cleaning 

PER PAIR 
Restrr cnsarp*. 

USE YOl'» 
jZPLw: 

SAp cs t Ow 
CALL NOW 683-3670 



“Losing 57 lbs. gave me 
a winnbig new Ippk!”^ 

S \ " , i.yf'Xs. - 

The NUTRI/SYSTEM*Welaht Less 





















An Open House With 

arlen specter 













WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
July 20, 1988 


WHERE: 

Clearfield 

Multi Purpose Building 
(Old County Home) 
650 Leonard Street 
Clearfield, PA 

TIME: 

I 5:00 p.m. 


U.S. Senator 


Dear Fellow Pennsylvanian: 

As your United States Senator, my great^^^ immediately 

needs and concerns. is of the utmost importance in helping me 

affect Pennsylvania and the nation is oi u 

represent you in our nation’s capitaL j^^ose Clearfield 

On Wednesday, July 20, 1988, l w Congress. The meeting will be Iwld 
to discuss the pressing issues ‘ ^ Street, Clearfield, Pennsylvania. Your 

at the Multi Purpose u^rand other issues will be encouraged. 

‘‘““S We can achieve a great heal tor the people of 

/I Stacie,,. A 

(JUA^JLcXZ 





"HiCniicb Senate 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510-3802 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 



Dii^. m. 

CAR.RTSORT 


Postal Customer 
PENNSYLVANIA 



Please Mark Your Calendar for... 

















An Open House With 

ARLEN SPECTER 


U.S. Senator 


Dear Fellow Pennsylvanian: 

As your United States Senator, my greatest priority is keeping abreast of your 
needs and concerns. Knowing your feelings about the issues that most immediately 
affect Pennsylvania and the nation is of the utmost importance in helping me 
represent you in our nation’s capital. 

On Wednesday, July 20, 1988, I will be hosting an Open House in Clearfield 
to discuss the pressing issues facing the 100th Congress. The meeting will be held 
at the Multi Purpose Building, 650 Leonard Street, Clearfield, Pennsylvania. Your 
questions and comments regarding these and other issues will be encouraged. 

Please try to attend. We can achieve a great deal for the people of 
Pennsylvania if we work together. 


WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
July 20, 1988 


WHERE: 

Clearfield 

Multi Purpose Building 
(Old County Home) 
650 Leonard Street 
Clearfield, PA 



TIME: 
5:00 p.m. 


I look forward to seeing you there. 
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QlCniie^l ^cnaie 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510-3802 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


cXZ 


U.S.S. 

BIk. Rt. 
CAR-RT-SORT 





Postal Customer 
PENNSYLVANIA 


Please Mark Your Calendar for... 
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FILE # 


1. Evidence must be retained for the following reason. 



contributor for agent. 


3. Evidence can be destroyed. 
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FBI PITTSBURGH (89A-267) (P) 
’0 DIRECTOR FBI/ROUTINE/ 




’BI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE/ROUTINE/ 


ffNCLAS 


:iTE: //3650// 


SUBJECT: UNSUB, AKA 


THREAT AGAINST UNITED STATES 


SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER. 

ON JULY 19, 1988, PITTSBURGH FIELD OFFICE RECEIVED A LETTER 


JITH NO RETURN ADDRESS AND SIGNED BY 


THE WRITER OF 


[■HE LETTER WRITES THAT HE/SHE KNOWS THAT SOMEONE WILL MAKE AN 
ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF UNITED STATES SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER AT THE 
[■IME AND PLACE INDICATED ON AN ATTACHED FLIER WHICH SENATOR 
SPECTER'S' OFFICE SENT OUT. THIS FLIER ADVERTISES THAT SENATOR 
bECTER WILL SPEAK IN CLEARFIELD, PA, AT 5 P.M. ON JULY 20, 1988. 
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1"SPAGE TWO PG 89A-267 UNCLAS 

2 PITTSBURGH OFFICE NOTIFIED SENATOR SPECTER'S OFFICE OF THE 

3IHREAT AND NOTIFIED UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE IN PITTSBURGH. 

4 PITTSBURGH SPECIAL AGENTS IN THE JOHNSTOWN RA CONTACTED 

5 APPROPRIATE STATE AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN CLEARFIELD, PA. IN 
6 ADDITION, FBI SPECIAL AGENTS WILL ATTEND THE FUNCTION IN 
^CLEARFIELD, PA, AT 5 P.M. ON JULY 20, 1988. 

8 PITTSBURGH, AT JOHNSTOWN, PA: CONDUCT LOGICAL INVESTIGATION 

9iN AN ATTEMPT TO IDENTIFY THE WRITER OF THE LETTER. 

10e,t 

11 
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13 

14 

15 
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20 
21 
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Date: 


Title: 


Support ‘Sparrow’? , 

I am writing in response to the ' 
article in your Spectrum section 
July 11 about Patricia Kopta (“The 
: street prophet: Ridicule, abuse fail 

! to sway ‘The Sparrow’ ”). 

The article upset and appalled 
mQ. You printed it in a way that 
encourages her. 

The article gave me the impres- . 
Sion that you support this woman’s ' 
work and the way she does it. Well, I 
ask you, do you support this? 

She has repeatedly been on the 
grounds of Northway Elementary 
School. She preached to the children 
on the playground, in the h^lls, 

t . ■ 

4 « 

r — - - - 4-^— 

I y I ' 

frightening the younger childr4». i i 
^ What she says may be true. I- 1 
personally don’t know, but goinglnto i 
traffic.and elementary schools is not ^ 

I the way to tell about it. 

WENDY A. BROOKS 
Age 14 . 
Ross 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 


7 / 20/88 


1 


Special Agent (SA) contacted 

the following individuals regarding .a tnreat against United 
States (U.S.) Senator ARLEN SPECTER which was received by 
the Pittsburgh Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) . A copy of the threatening letter was provided to 
each of the following; 


b6 

b7C 


1. SA 


U.S. Secret Service, Room 


835, Federal Building, Pittsburgh, PA; and 


b6 

b7C 


2. I Staff Assistant, ARLEN SPECTER'S 

Of fice, Room 2017, Federal Building, Pittsburgh, 

PA I 

fori |- 


bicked up the copy of the letter 



investigation nn 7/19/88 »t Pj ttsburgh , PA F„e PG 89A-267 


SA 

bv 


b6 

7/19/88 J-7C 

nate D /L. 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
ft and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



# % 

FORMS. TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 
INBOX. 1 (#676) 

TEXT : 

VZCZCWPOOiq 
RR PG 

DE WP #0019 2540033 
ZNR UUUUU 
R 090130Z SEP 88 

PM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN PIELD(8qA-lll4) (P) (0-4) 
TO FBI PITTSBURGH ( 89 A-267) /ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 


CITE: //3920// 

SUBJECT: UNSUB, AKA 


SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER - VICTIM; 
CCSCAKA; 00: PITTSBURGH. 

RE PITTSBURGH TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU, DATED JULY 19, 1988. 
THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D. C., HAVE 
REQUESTED THE RESULTS OP THE INVESTIGATION IN CAPTIONED MATTER SO 
THAT THEY CAN MAKE A THREAT ASSESSMENT. 

BT 

#0019 

y 



NNNN 


A- 


SEARCHED GEN. 

SERIALIZED - 

F!LED__I2 
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. ,F0-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


TJ^SMIT VIA: 
^Teletype 
□^Facsimile 
□ 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
.Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOeSECRET^ 

□ SEC^p^^ tUj 

□ pONl^ENtlAL^ 

□ UNCLAS E F T O 


1 PM FBI PITTSBURGH (89A-267) (P) 

2 TO FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE ( 89A-1114 )/R0UTINE4^/^72_ 

3 BT 

4 UNCLAS 

5 2ITE: //3650// 

6 PASS: WMFO (C-4) 


8 UNSUB, AKA, 


SENATOR ARLER SPECTER-VICTIM; (00: 


9 PITTSBURGH) . 


10 RE WMFO TELETYPE DATED SEPTEMBER 13, 1988. 

INITIAL INVESTIGATION HAS TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED THE 

1-1 — 1 fossfcty 

|aS>\BEING a woman who PREACHES ON THE STREETS AND AT 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE PITTSBURGH, PA AREA. THIS WOMAN'S TRUE 


NAME y 


PITTSBURGH WILL INTERVIE 



AS SOON AS IT CAN BE 


ARRANGED. PITTSBURGH WILL ADVISE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD 



Approved 


Transmitted 




(Number) (Time) 
6 3 / 000 ^ 





Search Gen — ... 
G?9<-is12§Z-0^3-93»W9 
Ser''*Ve-!.JL — — 



RD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


®PAGE TWO PG 89A-267 UNCLAS 


DFFICE OF THE RESULTS OF THIS ' INTERVIEW. 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


GPO : 1987 0 - 193-7A9 




FD-302 (Rev. 3-10-82) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dattt of transcription. 


Special Agent (S A) | Itelephonicall y 

contactedi \ also known as (aJca)_ | 

for the purpose of scheduling an interview. [ stated that 

she does not write letters to anybody and, xn partxcular, she 
did not write a letter to the. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) , in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (PA) , regarding having 
knowledge of a threat against United States Senator ARLEN 
SPECTER. 


telephonicall y 


mown as (aka 


refused to meet with SA 

to provide any additional information. 



and refused 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 







Routing Slip 
FD -4 (Rev, 4 -ii 0 - 81 ) 


To: □ Director 
Att.: 


V^lLE # 


b6 


□ SAC _ 
c:i ASAC _ 

Supv. _ 

□ Agent _ 

□ SSS _ 

□ Rotor # 

□ Steno _ 

□ Typist 

□ M 

Room _ 


Title 


✓ qa: 




RE: Fn~192 (r.reon Sheet 
Evidence/Bulky 


□ Acknowledge 

□ Assign □ Reassign 

□ Bring file 

□ Cell me 
n Correct 

□ Deadline 

□ Delinquent 

□ Discontinue 

□ Expedite 

□ File 


n For Information 

□ Handle 

n Initial & return 

□ Leads need attention 

□ Open case 

ri Prepare lead cards 

□ Prepare tickler 

□ Recharge file IJ serial 


n Send to 


□ Return assignment card 

□ Return file LI serial 

LI Return with action taken 

□ Return with explanation 

□ Search and return 
U See me 

U Type 




I 




i 


I ■ • 


This file, which is now closed, coriboi.n:. 
FD— 192(s) (green sheets) indicating evidence 
v/as acquired during the course of this 
investigation. 


The 'evidence should be reviewed at cliL:; 
to determine idiether it should be returnoe 
to the contribiAor, destroyed, or retained for 
a specific purpose and the Evidence Custodic^ 
should be so .notmied. ^ "7 ~~ f O 

^ f 1 A 



le reverse side 





/»■/<-/ 



4 > 


G> 




^ S 0 rc_r4i 


4 0 > (/^ce> 

: C lr/^r Fie(<L 


7 /^6/r6~' 

7 /po/rr^ 



L (/ 

4/^ 


4-t/ 


3 ' SO'Qf^’^ 

s'^7oc> Pm 

C>S'^ 6'^oto^rcL^ 3 "^^ 

(cL Co 

0>TO C<^o/iAt^4 SArr-c Glao-^U^ p/^cr/^S^ 

/Fv//(/(^y zv-^ o\(^ P^ 7/^0 

j?4- y- 7r~ro 

(> 

/4o ffdf^ y 77^^ ?: Zc) 7 /p<o /ro 
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(J) S.olL> 

VO |.V\ 

G-2-. 

:2~3-0 

"y4or'f~ b(c^tL 

3o^s 

C/^rfi$^ 0r<^ 


Li-K 


Cxd r^*t^5 in jJ^ /^ 


1 u ,r.6t/TV^^ c^i /fc /'^/9~ 

C.4 rf^ d- a ^ 


m 
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WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
Jul^ 20, 1988 


WHERE: 

OearTield 


Mulli Purpose Buildtng 
(Old Coui^ Horae) 
6S0 Leonard Street 
Clearfiekl, PA 

TIWE; 

5HN) pjoi. 


Dear Fdfow Pennsylvaiuan: 

As your United States Senator, ray sreatest priori^ is keeping abreast of your 
needs and concerns. Knowing your fedings about Ibe issues that most inunediaitely 
affect Pennsylvania and the nadon is of the utmost importance in helping me 
represent you in our nadon's capital. 

On Wednesday, July 20, 1988, 1 will be hosting an Open House in deariield 
to tSscoss the presdng issues facing the 100th Congress. The meeting vtili be hebi 
at the Multi Purpose Building, 650 Leonard Street, Clearfiekl, Pennsylvania. Your 
questions and coraments regarding these and other issues will be encouraged. 

Please try to attend. We can achieve a great deal for the peopSe of 
Pennsyivaida if we work together. 

I look forward to sedng you there. 

/ / Sincendy, A 
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471 2000 208 






Memorandum 



To : 

SAC, PITTSBURGH 

(89A-267) (C) 

From : 

SA 



Subject: 

UNSUB. ak| 



THREAT ON SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER 

U.S. SENATOR 

7/19/88 


Date 10 / 6/88 


b6 
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00: PG 


ra il between SA 
on 7/19/88. 


Johnstown RA and SA 


Referenced telephone call provided details to the 
Johnstown RA, concerning a possible threat on Senator ARLEN 
SPECTER, who was schedule id to aipne ar at Clearfield, PA, in the 
aftenioon of 7/20/88. SA I I followed up by sending a 

facsimile to the Johnstown RA, a copy of a letter received by the 
FBI, dated 7/12/88. 


of the 


The writer, accompanied by Sa| 

Johnstown RA, traveled to Clearfield County, pa, where 
appropriate investigation was conduc ted to attAj npt to identify 
the individual who signed the letter,! and to provide 

and coordinate securitv measu-res -Fo-r Senato-r ' R -tr-iH-i-i- 4-, 


and coordinate security measures for Senator SPECTER'S visit to 
the Clearfield Comty area. Appropriate local and state law 
enforcement agencies were contacted and this matter was discussed 
with them, but no information was developed concerning who 
"Sparrow” may be or the motive behind the letter. 

Prior to Senator SPECTER'S arrival, conversations took 
place between the writer and members of Senator SPECTER'S staff, 
and it was determined that security would be provided for him at 
his public appearances in Clearfield, PA. A security detail was 
formed through police agencies that the Johnstown RA has liaison 
with and security plans and contingencies were put into effect. 
Senator SPECTER was met by the security group and stayed with him 
constantly until he departed the Clearfield County area at 
approximately 6:30 PM. He thereafter traveled to Clarion County, 
where the Erie RA provided appropriate liaison with the Senator 
as it relates to captioned matter. ^ ^ 
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Attached hereto is a worksheet which was utilized 
during captioned matter and is being retained for informational 
purposes . 


Since all investigation into this matter has been 
conducted, this case is being closed. 


An Open House With 





■ 





y 

•J 

1 

i 

H 

1 

1 

\ 

1 




U.S. Senator 


WHERE: 

Clearfielcl 


Multi Purpose BuBdiitg 
(Old County Home) 
650 Leonard Street 
Oearfidd. PA 

TIME: 

SdM) pjn. 


Dear Fdlow Pennsylvanian: 

As your Umted States Senator, my greatest priority is keeping abr^ of your 
needs and concerns. Knowing your fedings about the issues that most immediately 
affect Pennsylvania and the nation is of the utmost importance in helping me 
represent you in'our nation’s capital. 

On Wednesday, July 20, 1988, 1 will be hosting an Open House in Clearfidd 
to discuss the presring issues facing the 100th Congress. The meeting will be held 
at the Multi Purpose Building, 650 Leonard Street, Clearfield, Pennsylvania. Your 
questions and comments regarding these and other issues will be eacouraged. 

Please try to attend. We can achieve a great deal for the people of 
Pennsylvania if we work together. 

I look forward to seeing you there. 

/ / Sincerely, A 


clXZZ 


175078 











, FORMS. TEXT HAS 1 DOCUMENT 
INBOX. 1 (#259) 

TEXT: 

VZCZCWM0016 
RR PG 

DE WM #0016 2880117 
ZNR UUUUU 
R 130115Z OCT 88 

PM FBI WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN PIELD( 89A-1114 ) ( P) ( C-4 ) 
TO FBI PITTSBURGH ( 89A-267 ) /ROUTINE/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3920// 


SUBJECT: UNSUB, AKA, SENATOR ARLEN SPECTER - VICTIM, 

UNITED STATES SENATE; 00 : PITTSBURGH . 

RE PITTSBURGH AIRTEL TO WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE 
(WMPO), DATED OCTOBER 3, 1988. 

PITTSBURGH IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH WMPO WITH AS MUCH 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AS THEY CAN REGARDING I 


I.E., HER RESIDENCE, TELEPHONE NUMBER, DATE OP BIRTH, PHYSICAL 
DESCRIPTION, ETCETERA. PITTSBURGH IS ALSO REQUESTED TO INDICATE 
WHY 


IS A SUSPECT IN THIS INVESTIGATION. THIS 
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INFORMATION IS REQUESTED BY THE THREAT AS^g^SM^NT UNIT OP THE 

Vf/i - 7 - 1 3 


OCT t 3 i;:3 
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U 







PAGE TWO DE WM 0016 UNCLAS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL POLICE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
BT 

#0016 


NNNN 


FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 


f ^NSMIT VIA: 
Teletype 
Facsimile 
□ 



FBI 

PRECEDENCE; 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 
Routine 


CLAS^'ICATION: 

□ ^rOP SECR^T^ mi 

□ SEC^^T^ ' ^ 

□ CONnDEi^Tl^ 

□ 1JNCLAS E Fro 


'p. UNCLAS 
Date 


(0|ieto 




FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) 

i 

P FBI 

n 

TRANSMIT VIA: 

PRECEDENCE: 

CLAsWiCATION: 

□ Teletype 

• □ Immediate 

□ TOP SECR^ 

□ Facsimile 

□ Priority 

□ secRh^^ 

□ 

□ Routine 

□ CpNFlDEfJRAL 



□ 'dNCLAS EFT 

□ UNCLAS 


©PAGE TWO PG 89A-267 UNCLAS 

THIS LETTER INDICATED THAT THE WRITE R | kN 

THREAT AGAINST SENATOR ARLEN SPECTOR. 

FOLLOWING IS THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION REGARDINgI 


KNEW OF A 




NAME, 




I ADDRESS, 1^ 

] PITTSBURGH, PA; TELEPHONE NUMBER, 

IsEX, FEMALE; RACE, WHITE; SPOUSE'S NAME, 


SINCE NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION REMAINS IN PITTSBURGH, 
PITTSBURGH CONSIDERS THIS CASE CLOSED. 


Approved: 


Transmitted 



1987 0 - 193-7A9 










Routing Slip 
FDA (Rev, 4-iiO^l) 


To: □ Director 
Att.: 



rILE # 




□ SAC . 
[J ASAC 

Supv. 

□ Agent 
n SSS . 

□ Rotor 

□ Steno 

□ Typist 

□ M _ 

Room 


Title 


yjlMlSL APtI'INT! 


RE; FD— 192 (Gre en Sncet_L. ) 
Eviderice/Bulky 


n 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Acknowledge 


Assign U 
Bring file 
Cell me 
Correct 

Deadline 

Delinquent 

Discontinue 

Expedite 


Reesslgn 


□ File 


□ For Informetion L.1 

C.} Hsndie (13 

n InitisI & return 

□ Leeds need attention i:i 

fj Open case (11 

1 1 Prepare lead cards U 

□ Prepare tickler U 

□ Recharge file U serial U 

□ Send to 


Return assignment card 
Return file L 1 serial 


Return with action taken 
Return with explanation 
Search and return 
See me 
Type 
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This file, which is now closed, coriba i.n:. 
FD-192(s) (green sheets) indicating evidence 
v/as acquired during the course of this 
i n V e St i gat ion. 

The evidence should be reviewed at cliLe 
time to determine whether it should be x’eturnou 
to the contributor, destroyed, or retained foi' 
a specific purpose and the JLvidence Custodian 

should be so notified. ^ ^ . 2 1^1 ^ / S^ 


(A 










SE/K'l iCD GE 
r® MIXlD 
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. See reverse side 
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